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DC Investment in 2020



Source: Zurich Life September 2020. Performance returns are for the International Equity Fund. 

International Equity Fund in 2020
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Underlying Switch Data more encouraging



A B C

• Invests from age 30
• Sticks with the plan
• But takes a low risk approach

• Invests from age 30
• Takes a high risk approach
• But doesn’t stick with the plan 

- makes pension paid up at 
age 40

• Invests from age 30
• Take a high risk approach
• Sticks with the plan

The tale of three investors



Source: Zurich, €5,000/annum contribution, 2.5% indexation, 6% or 2% net growth

Staying low risk or making paid up leads to similar outcomes
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Invest early, take risk, remain disciplined
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Source: Zurich, €5,000/annum contribution, 2.5% indexation, 6% or 2% net growth

Strike the balance between contributions and risk level

Make your pension work for you



Stay disciplined Volatility is part of investing

Cash is not the long term 
answer

Over the long-term, holding 
money in riskier assets is 

rewarded

Diversify, Diversify, Diversify

Principles of Long Term Investing

Member Education



Explain current positioning

Outlook and next steps

Highlight the opportunities

Linking back to the process

Education vs Information

Decision-Maker Conversations



DC Members will experience multiple Bear Markets

Source: Dimensional Fund Advisors, S&P 500 Index total returns in USD Chart end date is 12/31/2018, the last 
trough to peak return of 319% represents the return through December 2018.



Bear Market Returns are Crucial

Great Financial CrisisThe Dot-Com Bubble

Source: Zurich Life September 2020. Returns shown are gross of AMC. Time 
Period:24/03/1999-09/10/2003 & 09/10/2006-05/03/2010



And the consequences far reaching

Source: Zurich Life September 2020. Returns shown are gross of AMC. Zurich 
growth rate assumption of 5.0% for subsequent 10 years

The Dot-Com Bubble Great Financial Crisis



The COVID experience (so far!)

Bear Market Returns are Crucial

Source: Zurich Life September 2020. Returns shown are gross of AMC. Time 
Period: 21/02/2019-01/09/2020
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Some Final Thoughts…



Thank you

Source: MSCI. The MSCI information may only be used for your internal use, may not be reproduced or redisseminated in any form and may not be used as a basis for or a component of any financial instruments or products or indices. None of 
the MSCI information is intended to constitute investment advice or a recommendation to make (or refrain from making) any kind of investment decision and may not be relied on as such. Historical data and analysis should not be taken as an 
indication or guarantee of any future performance analysis, forecast or prediction. The MSCI information is provided on an “as is” basis and the user of this information assumes the entire risk of any use made of this information. MSCI, each of its 
affiliates and each other person involved in or related to compiling, computing or creating any MSCI information (collectively, the “MSCI Parties”) expressly disclaims all warranties (including, without limitation, any warranties of originality, 
accuracy, completeness, timeliness, non-infringement, merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose) with respect to this information. Without limiting any of the foregoing, in no event shall any MSCI Party have any liability for any direct, 
indirect, special, incidental, punitive, consequential (including, without limitation, lost profits) or any other damages. (www.msci.com)

The Global Industry Classification Standard (“GICS”) was developed by and is the exclusive property and a service mark of MSCI Inc. (“MSCI”) and Standard & Poor’s, a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. (“S&P”) and is licensed for use by 
[Licensee]. Neither MSCI, S&P nor any third party involved in making or compiling the GICS or any GICS classifications makes any express or implied warranties or representations with respect to such standard or classification (or the results to be 
obtained by the use thereof), and all such parties hereby expressly disclaim all warranties of originality, accuracy, completeness, merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose with respect to any of such standard or classification. Without 
limiting any of the foregoing, in no event shall MSCI, S&P, any of their affiliates or any third party involved in making or compiling the GICS or any GICS classifications have any liability for any direct, indirect, special, punitive, consequential or any
other damages (including lost profits) even if notified of the possibility of such damages.  

Source ICE Data Indices, LLC (“ICE DATA”), is used with permission. ICE DATA, ITS AFFILIATES AND THEIR RESPECTIVE THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS DISCLAIM ANY AND ALL WARRANTIES AND REPRESENTATIONS, EXPRESS AND/OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING 
ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR USE, INCLUDING THE INDICES, INDEX DATA AND ANY DATA INCLUDED IN, RELATED TO, OR DERIVED THEREFROM. NEITHER ICE DATA, ITS AFFILIATES NOR 
THEIR RESPECTIVE THIRD PARTY PROVIDERS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO ANY DAMAGES OR LIABILITY WITH RESPECT TO THE ADEQUACY, ACCURACY, TIMELINESS OR COMPLETENESS OF THE INDICES OR THE INDEX DATA OR ANY COMPONENT THEREOF, 
AND THE INDICES AND INDEX DATA AND ALL COMPONENTS THEREOF ARE PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS” BASIS AND YOUR USE IS AT YOUR OWN RISK. ICE DATA, ITS AFFILIATES AND THEIR RESPECTIVE THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS DO NOT SPONSOR, 
ENDORSE, OR RECOMMEND ZURICH LIFE ASSURANCE PLC, OR ANY OF ITS PRODUCTS OR SERVICES.

Zurich Life Assurance plc is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Warning: Past performance is not a reliable guide to future performance.
Warning: Benefits may be affected by changes in currency exchange rates.
Warning: The value of your investment may go down as well as up.
Warning: If you invest in this product you may lose some or all of the money you invest.

http://www.msci.com/
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